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The article deals with the analysis of Stalin Prize in literature and arts as a method of encouragement of Soviet
artistic intelligentsia. A contemporary historiography of the problem has been described. The prerequisites and reasons
for the establishment of the Stalin Prize have been highlighted, as well as its evolution in the field of literature and arts.
It has been proved, that an important task of the created Prize was to strengthen ideological control over literature
and art, to encourage the appearance of works loyal to the Soviet authorities. The legal texts regulating the process
of awarding the Stalin Prize have been considered. A special attention has been paid to the beginnings of the Prize
in literature and its special role in the Soviet ideological mechanism has been determined. The financial sources
of the award's origin and the specifics of its presentation to the winners have been analyzed. The main amounts
of the Prize have been highlighted and formal distinctions for the Stalin Prize have been described. A special attention
has been paid to the specifics of awarding the Prize to several co-authors. The procedure for reviewing the nominees’
works and the terms of their submission have been analyzed. The peculiarities of the work of the Competition Commission
of the Stalin Prize in literature and art have been described. It is noted that the decisive role in Prizes awarding
was played personally by J. Stalin. It has been emphasized that a distinctive feature of the entire mechanism for
establishing and awarding Stalin Prizes was its constant adjustment, which was not always documented. This applies
to both the time of setting the results and the number of candidates. A special attention has been paid to the nominees
of the Stalin Prize in literature and art, and the record recipients of the Prize have been determined. It should be
observed that a significant number of works, the authors of which became laureates of the Prize, were opportunistic to
the Soviet power and reflected topical issues of the social realistic trend. At the same time a number of prominent Soviet
artists did not receive the Stalin Prize due to an ideological conflict with the leadership, in particular A. Akhmatova,
B. Pasternak, M. Zoshchenko. Finally, the reasons for the liquidation of the Stalin Prize and the establishment of its
legal successor, the USSR State Prize, have been considered.
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30y Yenuxan. CrajiHcbKa npeMisi B rajy3i Jlireparypy i MECTETBA IK METO/ 320X04CHHS
PaAsHCHKOI TBOPYOI iHTe ireHumii

Y ecmammi posensoacmoca Cmanincoka npemisi 6 eanysi aimepamypu ma MUcmeymed sAK MEXAHizM 3a0X0YeH-
Hsi meopuoi inmenieenyii. CPCP. Oxapaxmepusosano cyuachy icmopioepaghito npobnemu. Buceimieno nepedymosu
ma nPUYUHY 3ACHYBAHHA npemil, ii esontoyilo @ eanysi aAimepamypu ma mucmeymed. J{06edeHo, o 8axiCIUGUM 3a60aH-
HAM CMBOpeHoi npemii OV10 NOCUleHHs i0eoN02iuH020 KOHMPONIO HAO Nimepamypor ma MUCmeymeom, 3a0X04eHHs
NnoABU JNOATLHUX 00 81a0u meopie. Pozenanymo nopmamugni 0oKymeHmu, AKi pe2ilameHmy8aiu npoyec NpucyoHceH-
Hsi Cmanincoxoi npemii. Okpemy yeéazy npuoileno nossi npemii 6 eanysi aimepamypu ma eUsHaueHo il ocoonusy pois
Y paosiHcvkomy ioeonociunomy mexanizmi. Ilpoananizoeano inancosi 0dxcepena noxoodicenusi npemii ma ocoonueocmi
i 8pyuenns naypeamam. Bucsimieno ocHosHi cymu Ha2opoo i onucano gopmanvhi eioznaxu 3a CmaniHCbKy npemiro.
Oxpemy ysaey npuoineHo ocobIu8ocmam epyueHHs npemii Kinbkom cnieagmopam. IIpoananizoéano nopaoox posenaoy
pobim nominanmis i mepminu ix nodanns. Oxapakxmepusosano ocobausocmi pobomu KoHKYypcHoi komicii Cmanincokol
npemii 6 eany3i iimepamypu ma Mucmeymed. 3a3HaveHo, wo SUPIUAILHY POolb y NPUCYOICEHHT npemill 8idicpasas ocoou-
cmo M. Cmanin. Hazonowieno, o Xxapaxmeproio pucoio 6cbo20 Mexanizmy 3acHyeants ma npucyoxucents Cmanincokux
npemitl Oyno 1020 nocmitine KOpueyeamnisl, sike He 3adicou 0y1o opopmieno dokymenmanvho. Lle cmocyemocs sik uacy
B6CMAHOBIIEHHS pe3ynbmamie, max i Kinbkocmi nominanmis. Oxpemy yeaey npudineno nominanmam Cmanincokoi npemii
6 eanysi nimepamypu ma MUCmeymsd, 6UHAYEHO PeKOPOCMEHNIE i3 i npucyodcenns. 3a3naueno, wo 3Ha4Ha KilbKicmb
meopie, asmopu AKUX CMaiu iaypeamamu npemii, Maia KoH FHOHKmMypHuil xapakmep i 8i0oopadxicana 310000eHHi memu
coypeanicmuyno2o nanpsamy. Hamomicmo HU3Ka 6UOAMHUX PAOSHCOKUX MUMYIG Yepe3 i0eUnUll KOHQIIKM i3 KepieHUYmaom
He odepacanro Cmanincovky npemiio, 30kpema A. Axmamosa, b. [lacmepnax, M. 3owenxo. Hacamxineys pozensanymo npu-
yunu aikeioayii Cmanincokoi npemii ma sacnysanns i npasonacmynnuyi — /lepacasnoi npemii CPCP.

Kniouogi cnosa: Cmanincoka npemis, momanimapua cucmema, meopua iHmeniceHyis, coyianiCmuyHull peanism,
NnYONiYHO-3a0X0YY8ANbHA CUCEMA, CIMUMYTIO8AHHS, HA20POOd.
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Introduction. One of the significant incentive method for citizens’ activities is awarding. The level,
quantitative and qualitative characteristics of awarding mainly depend on the level and degree of achievement
of the encouraged person in a particular field. One of the most prestigious and financially attractive awards during
USSR period was the Stalin Prize. Its formation was preceded by the foundation and development of party-
state bonuses at the industry, and later at the government level. In fact, the establishment of the Prize was due
to the need to strengthen control over literature and art and was aimed at creation works loyal to the Soviet
government. Before the formation of the Stalin Prize, the main methods of encouraging the artistic intelligentsia
were the awarding the orders and medals, sometimes it was an appointment to positions of the state power.

The purpose of the article is to study the Stalin Prize in literature and art and its significance in the Soviet
award system.

Historiographic review. The scientific works of V. Antipina [1] and A. Sarsembaev [2] are devoted to certain
aspects of awarding artistic intelligentsia in the USSR. They provide separate information about the award
and its amount. The history of the formation of the Stalin Prize, the features of its award and the most famous
laureates are considered in the publications by I. Venyavkin [3] and the authors of the documentary collection
“Stalin prizes: two sides of one medal” V. Svinyin and K. Oseev [4]. However, there is no comprehensive
study devoted to the Stalin Prize as a method of encouraging the Soviet artistic intelligentsia, which reinforces
the scientific relevance of this paper.

Main body. For the first time in the history of the Soviet public incentive mechanism, on June 23, 1925,
the Lenin Prize was established as a party-state essence unit, which had an industry-specific incentive
dimension. The main reason for its foundation was the perpetuation of the memory of V. Lenin by the Central
Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (bolsheviks) and the Council of People’s Commissars
of the USSR. It was awarded annually in the amount of five for “the most practically significant scientific
works of citizens of the USSR, written after November 7, 1917, in all branches of knowledge” [16]. The award
was adjudged by a special expert commission, first took place on August 17, 1926, and the prize was awarded
until 1935 [5, p. 227].

The first prize of an exclusively state-incentive nature was the Stalin Prize, introduced by the Council
of People’s Commissars of the USSR, as is commonly believed, in commemoration of the 60th anniversary
of J. Stalin on December 20, 1939. The number of nominees was supposed to be sixteen people (100 thousand
rubles each) in order to annually reward scientists and artists for outstanding works in 16 branches: physical
and mathematical, technical, chemical, biological, agricultural, medical, philosophical, economic, historical,
philological and Legal Sciences, music, painting, sculpture, architecture, theater and cinematography.

However, the foundation of this award as a method of encouraging and stimulating creative activity was
not accidental. The Soviet leadership intended to summarize the main achievements of the country during
the 1930s in the fields of science, technology, literature and arts. The main idea was to involve representatives
of the scientific and artistic intelligentsia in this process. This organizational form provided a complete
ideological supervision of the Communist Party and made it possible to assess such important qualities for
the authorities as loyalty, correct understanding of party policy, personal devotion to the leader, etc.in relation
to each prominent figure of the artists. This also was required by the country's internal and foreign policy
situation.

A special place in the system of awards was given to literature which was under Stalin personal oversight
since the late 1920s. This area was the first one where the main ideological and organizational innovations
of cultural policy were approved, first of all, the principle of partisanship and the method of socialist realism.
Only after that these methods were transferred to other areas of art. The foundation the Stalin Prize in
Literature on February 1, 1940 was a testament to the increasing role of literature. It was founded in the amount
of 4 (100 thousand rubles each) and was awarded annually for outstanding works in the field of literature
(1 each in poetry, prose, drama and literary criticism) [6].

Thus, literature was actually defined as an independent type of creative activity that had its own genera or
subspecies. Such kind of division for music and cinematography was established much later. This was what
corresponded to the Soviet leader’s ideas about the role of literature in the ideological education of the masses.

Later, the size and number of awards were frequently changed, and these kinds of awards received
the generalized name ‘Stalin Prizes’. They were awarded directly by the Council of People’s Commissars
of the USSR to persons whose candidacies were submitted by two Award Committees under the Council
of People’s Commissars of the USSR: from Stalin prizes in science, military knowledge and invention and from
Stalin prizes in literature and arts [7].

For the first time, the Stalin Prizes in literature and arts were awarded in 1941 in twelve areas: music,
painting, sculpture, architecture, theater, opera, ballet, cinematography, prose, poetry, drama and literary
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criticism. During the next 11 years 1,706 people became winners of the Prize, and both one author and
a whole team could earn it [3]. The Stalin Prize in literature and arts comprised the financial rewards which
were the same as in the scientific field: 100 thousand rubles for the first prize, 50 thousand for the second
and 25 thousand rubles for the third. In total, during the existence of the Prizes, payments to nominees amounted
to 57.7 million rubles [3].

Having received the award, the laureate also got a high social status and financial well-being, and in
the conditions of totalitarian reality there were guarantees of personal immunity and meant the author’s entry
into the artistic elite.

The award set was accompanied by a certificate of its assignment and a gold badge. It had to be worn next
to the orders on the right side of the chest.

The Stalin Prize was presented annually at the Kremlin Palace in the second half of March, and the money
was transferred to the savings books of the winners later. If the prize was awarded to a performance group, then
the money was sent to one of its members, who was first on the list, and further distribution should take place
proportionally. In this regard, the Council of People’s Commissars of the USSR issued a special resolution
explaining how to divide the Prize amount if there are several participants: if there are two co-authors,
the amount is divided in half, if three, half the amount is given to the manager, and performers get 0.25 each;
if there were more co-authors, then the senior was provided with a third, the remaining funds were divided
equally among the group members.

At the same time, all co-authors received the title of laureates of the Stalin Prize of the USSR and the special
badge of honor. It should be noted that formally no work of art could be considered a prize winner, since
prizes and titles of laureates were awarded only to its creators, and in the case of collective creativity (e.x. play
or movie), not to each member. However, in fact, each co-author or actor believed that the performance as
a whole received the highest approval.

Special attention should be paid to the analysis of the financial origin of funds for the Prize. It did not have
a state fund, but was paid from the personal fund of J. Stalin, which was formed from the salaries and fees
of the Soviet leader for publishing his works both in the USSR and abroad. This was the reason that it was
unofficially called ‘Pocket Prize’.

Formally, all decisions on awards should be prepared by the Committee on Stalin Prizes in literature and arts.
Its first chairman was V. Nemirovich-Danchenko, and the members of literature section were the famous
writers A. Tolstoy, A. Fadeev and M. Sholokhov. The first meeting of the Committee was held on September
16, 1940 in the premises of the Moscow Art Theater, and the final decision was to be made before December
21 [4, p. 22]. However, the Decree of the Council of People’s Commissars of the USSR of December 20,
1940 expanded the time range of nominees from the current year to 6-7 previous years, that is, starting from
1934 [4, p. 24]. At the same time, the number of laureates was significantly increased: from each subspecies
of literature to three nominees, and from all other types of arts, in addition to the three prizes of the first degree,
five prizes of the second degree were formed.

In the end, all the main decisions regarding awards were made either personally by Stalin, or after a short
discussion, during which his vote was decisive. One of these meetings, which took place on March 31, 1948,
is described in his memoirs by K. Simonov, the six-time winner of the Prize in literature and arts: ‘Stalin had
a habit of... taking a small bundle of books and magazines with him to meetings. It lay to the left close at his
hand... And there were literary works printed in books and magazines that were not included in any lists
submitted for the award by the Committee. If it occurred to him to award something extra, in such cases he
did not really consider the status of awards, he could nominate a book published two years ago...., even four
years ago...” [10, p. 232]

According to the resolution of the USSR Sovnarkom, the category of competitive works included new
works submitted for consideration by the Commission before October 15 of the current year. Members
of the Committee were given a month and a half to review the works and discuss them, after which they had
to submit their conclusions to the Sovnarkom no later than December 1, where final decisions were made.
The works that were completed from October 15 to December 1 were considered in the following year. It should
be noted that architectural projects, literary and musical works were submitted in one copy, while other works
of art had to be presented in the original.

However, a special feature of the entire mechanism for establishing and awarding Stalin Prizes was its
constant adjustment, which had not always been documented. Thus, in the ‘Procedure for awarding Stalin
Prizes’, published on April 2,1940 and approved by the Council of People’s Commissars of the USSR, it was
noted: ‘The resolutions of the Council of People’s Commissars of the USSR on awarding Stalin Prizes for
outstanding works in science, military knowledge, invention, literature and arts are published in the Central
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Press on December 21° [9]. This was the date of Stalin's birthday, which seemed quite symbolic. No other
resolution set another specific date, but this date was not never followed. Sometimes the gap between the years
for which the Prizes were awarded and the years of publication of the resolution was several years. This is
also evidenced by the lists in reference books, where the year of publication is indicated next to the name
of the laureate instead of the year of the resolution.

It should be noted that a significant part of the literature Prizes were awarded to writers who are currently
little known even in their own countries, such as M. Nagnybida (Ukrainian SSR), Y. Chepurin and I. Likstanov
(Russian SFSR) [11, p. 359]. A large number of laureates were writers of national republics, whose presence
was supposed to symbolize the cultural diversity of the Soviet Union. From an ideological point of view,
works in the style of socialist realism prevailed among the works of art, written mainly for the topic of the day
and forgotten during the lifetime of their authors.

At the same time, the list of Stalin Prize winners includes many names and works that are still classics
of literature: “Vasiliy Tyorkin” by A. Tvardovsky, “Two captains” by V. Kaverin, “In the Trenches of Stalingrad”
by V. Nekrasov, V. Sosyura’s poetry collection “To make the gardens noisy”, “Standart-bearers” (‘Praporonostsi’)
by Oles Honchar, Shakespeare’s sonnets translated by S. Marshak, etc. In music field the works by composers
M. Isakovsky, B. Lyatoshinsky, A. Surkov, D. Shostakovich are very popular. Meanwhile, the opportunistic
nature of the award is evidenced by the absence of outstanding writers B. Pasternak, A. Akhmatova,
M. Zoshchenko or A. Platonov in the list of its nominees.

Among writers and artists, the poet K. Simonov, composer S. Prokofiev, artist M. Bogolyubov, film
directors I. Kopalin, I. Pyryev, Y. Raizman received Prizes 6 times, which was the largest number of awards
[4, p. 567-570]. For example, K. Simonov’s awards are primarily explained by his proximity to J. Stalin
and his presence in various literary genres — drama, prose and poetry. 5 prizes were awarded to Ukrainian
playwright A. Korniychuk, actresses M. Ladynina and A. Tarasova [4, p. 571-578].

Among the former repressed persons, V. Azhaev received the Stalin Prize for his novel “Far from Moscow”.
This novel and biography of the writer even became the subject of study by the Canadian researcher T. Lahuzen,
who pointed out the significant differences between the fiction book and the Soviet reality [12].

The Stalin Prize in literature and arts has been awarded for 11 years. However, after the death of J. Stalin in
1953, the new leader of the USSR, N. Khrushchev, refused to approve the list of nominees. Since J. Stalin did
not leave his testament, there was nothing to pay to the laureates, and the Prize was annulled. Instead, in 1956,
the Lenin Prize in science and art, which existed from 1925 to 1935, was restored [2, p. 76]. In 1966, the USSR
State Prize was established, which became the legal successor of the Stalin Prize. Its winners were offered to
exchange the attributes of the old award for badges and a diplomas of the new one.

Conclusions. Thus, the existence of the Stalin Prize in literature and arts showed its opportunistic nature
and complete dependence on J. Stalin’s will. At the same time, its laureates received or confirmed their high
social status and significantly improved their financial situation. Some of the authors honored with the Prize
became a literary or art classic.
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